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ABSTRACT 

This set of quality standards for Colorado's early 
child care and education programs, developed over a 4-year period, is 
intended to help these programs move toward quality services for all 
young children. Programs using the standards and checklists will 
provide feedback to the Colorado Department of Education, and the 
standards will be updated accordingly. The standards document 
includes self-evaluation checklists designed to help programs 
document the state standards they have achieved, the standards they 
are seeking to meet, and the resources needed to meet the standards 
in the following areas: (l) interaction among staff and clfildren; (2) 
curriculum; (3) family-staff partnership (4) staff qualifications and 
development; (5) administration; (6) staffing patterns; (7) the role 
and function of the teaching team; (8) physical environment; (9) 
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evaluation. The goals and rationale are outlined for each of the 11 
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interagency and interdisciplinary effort we hope communities will . 
undertake to make the best use of their local resources and talents. It is 
essential that everyone involved work together to achieve the best 
possible care and education for the families and young children of 
Colorado. 
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iff encourage pro-social behaviors in 
Idren such as cooperating, helping, 
ling turns, talking to solve problems. 


Adults model the desired behaviors. 


Adults encourage prosocial 
behaviors. 
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GOAL: The curriculum encourages children to be actively involved in the learning process, to experience a variety of developmentally appropriate activities and materials, 
and to pursue their own interests in the context of life in the community and the world. 
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itinued 

Dramatic play materials such as dolls, 
dress-up clothes and props, child-sized 
furniture, puppets. 


Sand and water equipment. t 


Consumable learning materials such as 
shaving cream and other ingredients. 
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'elopmentally appropriate materials 
1 equipment are available for primary 
lents. 


Active, play equipment and materials such 
as bats and balls for organized games. 


Constmction materials for woodworking, 
blocks. 


Materials for art and science projects. 


Materials for dramatics and cooking. 


Books, records, musical instmments. 


Board and card games. 


Math manipulatives. 


Blocks and map-making props. [ 


Literature selections as well as reference 
materials. 


Writing materials and tools. 
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i program uses media, such as 
ivision, films, and videotapes as follows: 


Viewing is limited to developmen tally 
appropriate programming that has been 
previewed bv adults prior to use. 


Another option for activity is always 
available. 


No child is reauired to view the program. 


Staff discuss what is viewed with 
children to develop critical viewing skills. 


Media are used as special events, rather 
than as regular, daily routines. 
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rents are welcome at all times (e.g., to 
lerve, eat lunch with a child, or volunteer 
he classroom). 


Parents are valued as observers and 
oarticiDants. 


Welcome signs or other signs indicate 
that parents are important. 


Parent/community volunteers are solicited 
and recognized. 


Parent/community volunteer training is 
provided. 
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Family relationships. 


Cultural and individual diversity. 


Professionalism, 


Observation and assessment. 1 


Linkages with community services. 


Approaches and strategies for working 
with adults. 


Fiscal management. 


Personnel management. 


Supervision, and 


Other areas as needed. 
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Accurate and current records are kept of 
staff qualifications, including transcripts, 
certificates, or other documentation of 
continuing in-service education. 
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RATIONALE: The way in which a program is administered affects all the interactions within the program. Effective administration creates an environment that 
facilitates the provision of good quality care for children. Effective administration includes good communication among all involved persons ^ positive 
community relations, fiscal stability and accountability, and attention to the needs and working conditions of staff members. 
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A written procedure which describes the 
ongoing self-evaulation process of this 
quality standards document is developed 
and implemented to assure that specific 
program goals and activities are 
completed in a timely manner. 



c\? 

CO 



CO 






CQ 

I 






Ldministration 



<N 

w' 






o 

Ui 

pu 

Z, 



JZ t/i 

<A 

^ < 







•O c« 

C/5 i 

o> *a — 

‘G ^ 

• — C/5 

o C S 
CX'— 

C OJDwT 

^ C U 



•'C 2 
^ S- 

C« a. 



£ 



E»2 

C/) 

U 0^ 
OX) ^ 
O 3 

o. 0> 
H a 



o 4i5 

■= c 

3 3 
2 ^ 
O OJ 

.O u 

3 T3 

C C 
O 3 

II 



ERIC 



00 

H 

Z 






o 

z 




ED 

Resource 




NE 

Tech 

Assisi 




J 

In 

Place 




STATUS 

Emerg- 

ing 




Goal For 
The Year 




ON 

Strength 




ALUATE 

Satisfac- 

tory 




EV. 

, Needs 
Improve- 
ment 




The program has written personnel policies 
including Job descriptions, and information 
about recruitment, compensation, benefits, 
resignation and termination, grievance 
procedures, and rules of a drug-free 
workplace. 
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le following policies are in place 
;arding insurance. 


Accident protection and liability insurance 
coverage is maintained for chili-en and 
adults. 


Vehicle insurance is maintained for any 
vehicle owned or leased by the facility 
which is used to transport children. 
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ten determining whether transportation 
provided for an individual child, the 
)gram considers the following: 


Proximity of the program and services to 
the child's home. 


Means by which other children in the 
program get to and from the program and 
services. 


Ability of the family to transport the child, 
including the benefit of regular and 
on-going communication between family 
and staff that occurs when families 
transport their own children. 


Possibilities for walking, carpooling, or 
other typical alternatives. 


Special transportation for ndnambulatory 
children. 


The eligibility requirements of special 
transportation services. 
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Staff communicate openly with each 
other, with other members of their 
same-age team, and with members of 
teams teaching younger and older 
children. 
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staff are provided with space and time 
iway from the supervision of children 
luring the day. (When staff work directly 
vith children for more than four hours, 
hey are provided breaks of at least 15 
ninutes in each fOur-hour period.) 
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as needed. 
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RATIONALE: The provision of a safe and healthy environment is essential. No amount of good curriculum planning or positive adult-child interaction can 
compensate for an environment that is dangerous for children. Quality early childhood programs act to prevent illness and accidents, are prepared to deal with 
emergencies should they occur, and educate children concerning safe and healthy practices. 
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There is a written commitment to preventive, 
health-promoting practices in the program, 
and such practices are shared with or 
role-modeled for parents and children. 
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personnel whom a registered nurse has 
trained and delegated the task of giving 
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lildren are dressed appropriately for 
ive play indoors and outdoors. 


Extra clothing is kept on hand. 


Protective clothing such as smocks and 
mittens is kept on hand. 
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iff are familiar with appropriate 
)cedures for severe storms (where 
:essary). 


Staff know community storm signals 
where appropriate. 


Staff are familiar with primary and 
secondary evacuation routes and 
practice evacuation procedures monthly 
with children. 


Storm safety rules and guidelines are 
reviewed with children and staff. 
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